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AQA Syllabus: 
 

Geography GCSE involves a variety of teaching and learning approaches. This 

exciting and relevant course studies geography in a balanced framework of physical 

and human themes and investigates the links between them. 

 

Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the 

United Kingdom, higher income countries, newly emerging economies and lower 

income countries. This will provide a wider understanding of the variation in cultures 

and economies around the world. 

 

Topics of study include climate change, poverty, global shifts in economic power and 

the challenge of sustainable resource use. The course will also encourage your 

daughter to understand her role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values 

and attitudes. 

 

Upon completion of this two year course, students will have the skills and 
experience to progress on to A-level and beyond. 
 

Is there Coursework or Fieldwork? 
 

There is a compulsory residential fieldwork component in the GCSE course, it 

involves a weekend residential trip in Swanage, Dorset. There are also opportunities 

to visit other locations such as Naples and Iceland but these are optional. 

 

The fieldwork is assessed via examination at the end of Year 11. There is no 

coursework or controlled assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘Geography is one of those richly 
comprehensive subjects whose 
relevance is all around us.  Where we 
come from, what we do, what we eat, 
how we move about and how we shape 
our future are all directly the province of 
the geographer. 
    More than ever we need the 
geographer’s skills and foresight to help 
us learn about our planet – how we use 
it and how we abuse it.’ 

Michael Palin 

 

Geography tackles the big issues! 

Without geography …. you’re nowhere! 

 

•   As international links become closer, easier 

and faster, we need more than ever to 

understand the geography of the world; 

•   To help protect the environment – both at 

home and abroad – we need to understand 

geographical influences, and the geographical 

relationships linking people and their 

surroundings; 

•   To make the most of our multicultural 

society we need to understand and appreciate 

the cultures and backgrounds of people from 

all over the world. 



SPECIFICATION: 

   

There are three exam papers: 

per 1: Living with                  PAPER 1: 

What's assessed 

The challenge of natural hazards, 

Physical landscapes in the UK,  

The living world,  

Geographical skills 

How it's assessed 

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

35% of GCSE 

Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response, extended prose 

 

    PAPER 2: 
 

What's assessed 

Urban issues and challenges,  

The changing economic world, 

The challenge of resource management, 

Geographical skills, 

How it's assessed 

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

35% of GCSE 

Questions types: multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response, extended prose 

 

    PAPER 3: 
 

What's assessed 

Issue evaluation,  

Fieldwork,  

Geographical skills, 

How it's assessed 

Written exam: 1 hour 

30% of GCSE 

 

This paper has questions based on the fieldwork and a section about a current issue in 

which the students are allowed pre-release material before the exam. 

 

 

How do earthquakes and volcanoes effect 

humans and how can they be managed? 

 

The impact of extreme weather, such as 

hurricanes and flooding in the UK. 

 

The nature and challenges of climate change. 

The challenge of providing housing in the UK 

and the issues faced by people living in shanty 

towns in the poorer world. 

 

The development of global companies and the 

growth of China. 

 

How will the UK economy develop in the 

future? 

 

 

The tests your understanding of the fieldwork 

that took place in Swanage, Dorset.  

 

You are also expected to be able to read a map 

and interpret data from graphs. 

 

 


