
S  E  N  I  O  R    N  E  W  S  L  E  T  T  E  R 
Friday 11 October 2019 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

Tuesday 15 October  Sixth Form Parents’ Evening, 4.30-6.30pm 
Thursday 17 October GCSE Drama devised practical performance,  
    4.00-6.00pm 
Friday 18 October  Year 7 to Legoland 
    Grade Sheets / Reports uploaded to Parent Portal 
 

Monday 21 October—Friday 1 November  
HALF TERM 

 
Thursday 7 November Siena Society—Experiences of a War  
    Photographer 4.00pm, Drama Studio 

FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 
 

These few weeks in the Senior School have been busy and productive ones. Just 
this week, a group of very accomplished and organised year 10 girls presented 
their mini EPQ topics and so gave the audience of parents, staff and classmates 
an hour of very interesting ideas. I was especially proud of the girls’ confident 
public speaking.  
Another lovely event was the Sixth Form residential retreat. This was a new 
initiative for St Catherine’s and one that the girls really enjoyed. I visited them 
– at Whitstable – and was very pleased to join in their beautiful mass and to 
hear such enthusiastic singing. Of course, the opportunity to develop  
friendships and to take time out was also very valuable for the girls, as was the 
chance to enjoy free time. 
Year 7 girls enjoyed a wonderful team-building day this week. And elsewhere 
the girls have found success at ISA swimming and dance events. And they are 
all busy preparing for our next event, the House Music competition, which 
promises to be a most enjoyable afternoon.  
Lastly, you will find the term dates for 2020-2021 in this newsletter and  
attached, for your convenience, as a separate document. I hope that this helps 
you with your forward planning and would like to take this opportunity to  
remind you that requests for authorised absence of a day or more should come 
to me at Headmistress@stcatherineschool.co.uk 
With best wishes 
Mrs McPherson 



CAREERS INTERVIEWS 

SIXTH FORM RETREAT 2-4 OCTOBER 2019 

Last Wednesday, after a full day of lessons, the Sixth Form ventured 
through the rush hour to Victoria where we boarded a busy train  
towards St Vincent’s Retreat Centre in Whitstable, accompanied by Miss 
Ryan and our Sixth Form Tutors, Ms Collett and Ms Holgate-Smith. 
As the passengers on the train began to dissipate, as we travelled through 
Kent, a more relaxed mood began to develop with the Sixth Form as we 

began to anticipate two days of 
peace and calm away from  
London.  The retreat team met us at 
the station and we made our way 
up to the retreat Centre for a very 
well earned evening meal, followed 
by some ice breaker games and small group discussions before night 
prayer. The Sixth Form were 
quite tired and eager for their 
beds at this point and settled 
to sleep quite soon. 
Thursday morning began 
with breakfast followed by 
morning prayer and the idea 

of creating ‘Joy Jars’ – small glass jars to decorate and fill with 
inspiring quotes and thoughts for one other person on the retreat.  
Some beautiful designs and wonderful thoughts were put into these.  
Pupils also spent time preparing for our evening Mass where we 
were really pleased to welcome Mrs McPherson who came out to 
join us.  Students also had time to relax together and deepen  
friendships by spending part of Thursday exploring Whitstable and going bowling. 
 
It was lovely to welcome Miss Bellerby who dropped in to visit on the Friday morning as the retreat was  
drawing to a close.  We made our way back to Victoria having had a peaceful and thought-provoking retreat. 

M Ryan 

It is a really exciting time for future planning at the moment! 
 
On Thursday 10 October, the Rotary Club came to give university interview practice to the girls in Year 
13.  Two brave volunteers, Carolina and Ellen, role-played as interview candidates for their chosen courses (Law 
and Architecture).  Ellen role-played as a weaker candidate and Carolina as a strong candidate, and then we had 
some very interesting discussion about the importance of body language and speech patterns in making a good 
impression. As the next phase of this process, the Rotarians will be returning on 20th November to give 1:1 
interviews to each of the girls as well as giving personalised feedback after the interview. 
 
Other year groups needn't feel left out - I will be starting the process of giving 1:1 careers interviews to Year 11 
girls very soon, and I look forward to exploring their aspirations and discussing possible A level choices.   
 
In addition to this, our newly-appointed Librarian and Careers Advisor, Mrs Smith, has just started offering a 
weekly drop-in careers session for girls in every year group.  While we don't feel that girls should narrow down 
their options too early, it is never too soon to start getting excited about the possibilities that exist! 
 

Miss Bellerby—Assistant Head, Sixth Form 
 



SPORTS NEWS 

The U14 B Netball Team had their first fixture of the season against Grey Court School on 30th September. As a 
team that had not played together in that combination before, there was an impressive amount of communication 
and support, both on and off the court. The match was intense with plenty of movement up and down the court 
which resulted in a close score of 3-4 to Grey Court School. E. Pritchard was awarded Player of the Match by 
the opposition for her impressive interceptions and movement on court. It was a great start for the U14 B Team 
and they learnt a lot from taking part.  
Congratulations to the following who played:  G. Nduaguibe, E. Pritchard, S. Nyashanu, T. Johnson, O. Coyle, 
E. Charlton, E. Sheehan, R. Simms, O. Faulkner  
 
Netball Tournament—Ibstock 
St Catherine’s School entered an early season netball tournament at the Bank of England, organised by Ibstock 
School. This proved a great warm-up tournament to the season. Our U13-U18 teams were entered and all  
players improved throughout.  
I am pleased to report that we beat teams from Tiffin, Ibstock and Godolpin and Latymer, although still have a 
little way to go to beat teams from those larger schools: Highgate, Notting Hill and Ealing, and LEH, who seem 
to have extremely tall players.  
There is little we can do to overcome height disadvantages in the circle, although all players did reflect and set 
personal targets to improve their own play. I do hope those players responsible for scoring do put in the agreed 
extra shooting practice so that we score at every opportunity.  
We look forward to seeing students sustain all of their efforts training and competing in future matches. Well 
done to the following: 

YEAR 9 GO GOTHIC! 

On 30 September, Year 9 took a trip to Strawberry Hill House as we are studying 
gothic stories in English this term. We have been learning techniques to help us write 
gothic texts of our own.  
First we were taken on tours around the building and we were told many stories about 
its past. The house has a sinister feel which further encouraged our imagination. One 
of the volunteers took us on a thought-provoking tour around the bedrooms and other-
rooms in the building. She told us enthralling stories about its history and what went 
on inside the walls of Strawberry Hill House. It was a feast for the senses: the creaky 
old  
floorboards, traditional gothic furnishings and even the aroma of days gone by. To our 
surprise, there was a man dressed up in a cape who, several times during the tour, 

jumped out of nowhere and read us captivating tales and 
intrigued the audience by acting as if he had witnessed the 
events of the tales. 
Later in the day, another volunteer took us to a room 
where we played an interactive game using supernatural symbols that we had to spot in 
a clip from Harry Potter. Following this, we were taken into a large room with old 
pictures all around the walls. In groups of three, we were given two dice with gothic 
symbols, which we used to create story lines. We made starter lines to our own short 
texts and read them to each other. Next, we made our own versions of the dice by 
drawing our own illustrations; we used symbols representing secret foreshadowing 
messages, knives, ghosts and gravestones.  
Overall, it was a productive and valuable day where we furthered our knowledge of 
Strawberry Hill House and the gothic writing genre. Not only that, we broadened our 
vocabulary to improve our future writing.  

By Livi Faulkner 9C 

U13 
B Tolhurst 
W Catton 
R Broadhurst 
B Copus 
G Stewart 
A Bolger 
M McMullen 
K Cohalan  
C Longoria-Fernandez 

U14 
T Nugent 
H Shaw 
Z Cantouris 
C Chitty 
L Small 
E McBrinn 
I Hames 
S Bainbridge 
A McGuckin 

U15 
A Spencer 
E Panton 
L  Subak-Sharpe 
T Raynor 
T Palmer 
M  Macfadyen 
N Al-Shiekhly 
B Williams 
I Hames  
M Sharp 

U18 
F Tolhurst 
M Foster 
J Thomas 
A Kenningham 
B Roberts 
B Williams 
E Watherston 
M Macfadyen 



If you would like to keep up with the current news and alerts, you can 

also follow us on TWITTER at https://twitter.com/stcatherinessch 

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 

European Day of Languages – 26 September 2019  
The Senior pupils took part in a range of cultural and linguistic activities during the afternoon.  
The Year 7 and Year 8 pupils firstly completed a European language and culture quiz in tutor groups. Several 
groups demonstrated considerable knowledge of European geography and were able to decipher a number of for-
eign language phrases for which there are no direct English translations. They now know that every time they think 
of a witty retort when it is too late, they are experiencing l’esprit d’escalier; that if someone were to take pleasure 
in another person’s misfortune, they would be enjoying (one hopes not genuinely) the sensation of schadenfreude; 
and that they might appreciate a lengthy sobremesa at the end of a nice meal. They then went on to an interactive 
performance of Les Trois Mousquetaires, in which many of them took to the stage to play the roles of Porthos, 
Athos and Aramis, and even D’Artagnan’s horse. 
The Year 9 pupils competed in teams of 6, using their language skills to crack a series of French, Spanish and 
German lateral thinking puzzles as part of a treasure hunt that led them to a mystery prize. Team Colombia eventu-
ally found the treasure and earned themselves a bounty of sweets for their efforts.  
The Year 10 and Year 11 pupils went to a series of dance and language workshops. Each tutor group went to three 
sessions out of a range of activities including Flamenco, Salsa or Ballet dance workshops and Russian, Polish, 
Italian or Latin language classes.  
All Year groups appeared to have a good deal of fun. In addition, they have expanded their horizons enabling them 
to better understand and appreciate both the similarities and differences between the culture of Britain and that of 
other countries in Europe and around the world. 

 

11M performing Flamenco 

Theatre Group 
A standoff between Les Mousquetaires and Les Gardes du Cardinal. 

Quiz-8C demonstrate their knowledge. 

Ballet—10M in the Fifth Position 

Treasure Hunt—Year 9s solving lateral thinking puzzles. 



LIBRARY NEWS 

ISA DANCE COMPETITION 

Senior School Library Team  
We are very pleased to introduce our new school Senior School Library team. Amy Smith is our new 
Senior School Librarian, and Sam Spranger is our new After School Library Supervisor.   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Amy Smith           Sam Spranger 

The Senior Library is open from 8.25 am to 5.45 pm.  Between 3.45 pm and 5.45 pm, Mr Spranger is 
available to supervise homework and private study. We are currently investing in a range of new books 
to encourage our girls to keep reading for pleasure and to broaden their reading habits. We will also be 
holding competitions for those form groups who borrow the most library books! All girls are invited to 
make recommendations of books that they think we should have in the library.   
School Careers Advice 
Mrs Smith, our Senior School Librarian, is also our School Careers Advisor. Mrs Smith will be assisting 
Miss Bellerby, Assistant Head, Sixth Form, in supporting the girls with study skills, careers  
research and UCAS applications.  Mrs Smith will also be introducing our younger girls to careers 
through their PSHE lessons, and in a weekly lunchtime drop-in session in the Senior Library on  
Tuesdays. We are keen that our students have the opportunity to start exploring ideas for their future at 
an early stage in their school career. All girls from Year 7 to Year 11 are invited to make use of this drop-
in service. Girls in Year 9 will also receive specific support in relation to their GCSE choices, and girls in 
Year 11 will have individual appointments with Miss Bellerby to guide them in making their A-Level 

choices. 

On Wednesday 2 October, Miss Holgate-Smith and Mrs Healey 
took 15 students out of school, to debut St Catherine's School’s 
attendance at the ISA Dance competitions at Reddam House in 
Berkshire. The day was a great success; all girls thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and performed excellently. For most stu-
dents, this was the first time they had been to a dance  
competition or dance festival, so it was a good opportunity for 
them to see the physicality and performance skills required to 
excel in this area.  
 

The students involved were selected as successful participants, following an audition back in September 
2019. Since then, they have been working hard to rehearse two routines, both choreographed by Miss 
Holgate-Smith: ten students in Key Stage 3 performed a Commercial Jazz routine to 'Sexy Lady' by Jessie 
J; five Key Stage 4 girls danced a Lyrical number to 'Thursday' by Jess Glynne. Whilst our group  
performances didn't get placed, the students represented St Catherine's School admirably and definitely did 
us proud.  
 

In particular, it was great to see our girls putting themselves forward to partake in the Dance-Off. This is 
where students opt to dance on stage, in front of the audience, to an unknown piece of music without any 
choreography, where they must  improvise against one another, demonstrating skill, talent, musicality and 
ingenuity. A number of students chose to partake in the dance-off, so it was pleasing to see their  
confidence shining through on stage. S Tregear (11S) was selected as one of the top performers in this 
category and she won herself a £20 voucher to be spent at Dancia International in Covent Garden. 
 

We are very proud that we secured a place to compete at the event and we hope to be in attendance next 
year.  
 



YEAR 8 VISIT CHESSINGTON 

Year 8 pupils spent the day at Chessington World of Adventures on Monday. They were there to take 
part in a workshop, where they learnt about the technology used in the theme park. Pupils also devised 
their own program for a ride in teams. Afterwards, they had the chance to explore the theme park for 
themselves. Despite the threatening clouds, it remained dry and everyone enjoyed an informative and 
productive day. 

 

YEAR 7 TEAM BUILDING DAY 

Team Building – 10 October 
 

Having had a few weeks to settle in to the new term and find 
their feet within school, Year 7s were ready to face the fun 
and challenges of our Team Building Day.  This activity is a 
great opportunity for Year 7s to have fun and get to know 
each other better, but it also gives pupils a chance to set a 
personal challenge and learn something more about  
themselves, as well as their peers.  Pupils take part in two 
main activities: the Challenge Course, where they have to  
navigate their team around an obstacle course, and a  
climbing challenge.  In both activities they are learning 
about problem solving, teamwork, supporting and  

encouraging others.  Pupils can work at a level they 
feel comfortable at – then challenge themselves to step 
out of their comfort zone and go one step further.   
Year 7 thoroughly enjoyed the day and their Form 
Tutors and I were both amazed and very proud of the 
level of co-operation, encouragement and leadership 
shown by so many in the Year.  My thanks to all the 
Staff who helped, Ms Davids, Mr Blake, Mr Melling, 
Ms Graham and Ms Gulley. 

 
M Ryan 

Pastoral Head of Lower School 



St Catherine’s Term Dates 2020/21 

 

 
Autumn Term 2020 
 
 
Staff INSET     Tuesday 1 – Wednesday 2 September 
 
Autumn Term begins:   Thursday 3 September  
  
Half term:     Monday 19 October – Friday 30 October  
     
Autumn Term ends:    Friday 11 December at 12.30pm 
     
 
 

Spring Term 2021   
 
Staff INSET     Monday 4 – Tuesday 5 January 
 
Spring Term begins:   Wednesday 6 January 
  
Half term:     Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 
 
Spring Term ends:    Friday 26 March 
 
 

Summer Term 2021   
 
Staff INSET     Monday 12 April  
 
Summer Term begins:   Tuesday 13 April 
 
Half term:     Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 
 
Summer Term ends:   Friday 2 July at 12.30pm 
      
 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that dates remain unchanged, we reserve the 
right to make adjustments if circumstances require. 

  
 


