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A NOTE FROM 
MRS MARSH
HEAD OF PREP
Half Term has been and gone, during which we had a very
successful Holiday Club. Our Holiday Club provision will now be
taken forward by Stefan Gerard, and information regarding our
Christmas dates can be found in this newsletter.
 
Our Year 5 and 6 have recently produced some marvelous
assemblies, which have impressed me enormously, and it has been
wonderful to see so many parents attending these events. In the
meantime, all of KS2 are busy with end of term assessments and are
approaching these with a calm and confident attitude.  Elsewhere,
the girls are occupied with rehearsals for our Christmas Service and
Nativity, and we look forward to the Christmas events and festivities
to come. 
 
Outside of school, our swimmers have been out in force competing
to make the ISA Ntional Finals. It is wonderful to see so much talent
amongst the girls, and we wish them every success.
 
The calendar is almost complete for next term. We have some
exciting and fun workshops and events lined up, so please do look
out for those dates, which will be published shortly.
 

A NOTE FROM
MRS MCPHERSON
HEADMISTRESS
There has been much to enjoy – either side of what I hope was a
very happy half term – over the last few weeks. And the colder
weather has certainly not affected the girls’ cheerfulness or energy.
 
It was especially good to see Prep girls involved in the House Music
Competition. Special praise must go to the confident soloists, and to
all girls who joined in their House songs with such enthusiasm. This
kind of event is a real celebration of the joys of a through school and
it was easy to feel very happy as I watched girls of all ages enjoying
music together.
 
The Nursery-Year 3 Parents’ Forum on Friday 22 will be another
good opportunity to hear parent views; this follows an Early Years
Forum held in September, and a Prep Parents’ Forum in the
summer. Further forums are being planned for later in the year.
 
There are exciting events to anticipate as Christmas approaches,
and I look forward to seeing you at the Nativity or Carol Service.

"Be who God wants you to be,  and you will  set  the world on fire." St .  Catherine of  Siena
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Mon 25 Nov, 7.00-9.20pm -
Shakespeare Schools Festival
Performance at The Exchange
Tue 26 Nov, 4.00-5.00pm - Y4-6
Swimming Gala vs. Harrodian School
Fri 29 Nov, All Day - Y2 National
Archives, Kew
Tue 3 Dec, - Prep Flu Spray
Immunisations
Tue 3 Dec, 4.00-5.00pm - Top Level
Swimming Gala vs. Newland House
Wed 4 Dec, 9.00am - EYFS/KS1
Christmas Nativity Assembly
Wed 4 Dec, All Day - Y5 Westminster
Advent Service 
Fri 6 Dec, 7.30-8.15am - Breakfast
Club Christmas Special
Fri 6 Dec, 1.45pm - Pantomime -
Beauty & The Beast
Sun 8 Dec, 12-3.00pm - FOSC
Christmas Fair 
Mon 9 Dec, 4.00-5.00pm - School
Council Film Night Fundraiser - Main
Hall
Tue 10 Dec, 7.00pm - KS2 Carol
Service - Main Hall - Pupils can leave
early at 1.00pm
Fri 13 Dec, 12.30pm - End of Term

 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Date
Change

PLEASE NOTE THAT
THE YEAR 3-6  

CAROL SERVICE
WILL  NOW BE HELD ON

TUES,  10  DECEMBER 2019
AT 7 .00PM 

IN THE MAIN HALL

Holiday
Club

 M O N  1 6  -  F R I  2 0  D E C E M B E R
 

C O R E  S E S S I O N :  8 . 3 0 A M  -  3 . 3 0 P M
£ 3 9 . 5 0  P E R  D A Y  O R  £ 1 9 0  P E R  W E E K

 
W R A P  A R O U N D :  7 . 4 5  A M  -  5 . 0 0 P M  

£ 4 9 . 5 0  P E R  D A Y  O R  £ 2 3 0  P E R  W E E K
 

N O   A F T E R  C A R E
 

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  R E G I S T E R
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbinDo9oZIHSVlLHI5w7YSgfD56KI4kH91vV4sa8i_Rvjdgg/viewform


REMINDERS

PLEASE NOTE THAT
THE YEAR 3-6  

CAROL SERVICE
WILL  NOW BE HELD ON

TUES,  10  DECEMBER 2019
AT 7 .00PM 

IN THE MAIN HALL

BREAKFAST
CLUB

New Hours!

IS NOW OPEN

FROM 7.30AM

 

PLEASE CONTACT MS GOLDBURN 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER

cgoldburn@stcatherineschool.co.uk

 

If collecting your daughter
early for an appointment,

please do so via Reception, to
ensure safeguarding of your

child and to minimise
disruption to the classroom.

Thank you!

F r i e n d l y
R e m i n d e r Financial 

Times
Mrs Williams is collecting copies of the Financial
Times for a Christmas project. If you buy or receive
copies of the FT, Mrs Williams in Reception Class
would appreciate any past copies that you no
longer need. Thank you.



ABLE WRITERS
WORKSHOP
BY ALISON JONES, PREP LIBRARIAN

On Friday 8 November, I had the pleasure of escorting six girls from

Years 5 and 6 to an Able Writers’ Day held at Trafalgar School in

Twickenham.   Along with pupils from four other local schools, we had

the pleasure of working with one of the UK’s leading performance poets,

Neal Zetter.

 

Initially, Neal read some of his amazing poems to the group.   Then,

following a “get to know you” warm up and some hints and tips on

writing a good poem, the pupils were given the subject “I am a Poem”,

and asked to create a mind map of ideas.  After break they were given an

hour to come up with a poem, and the amazing results can be seen

displayed outside the Prep library.

 

After lunch, the theme was “Performance Poetry” with the pupils working

in mixed teams to come up with an 8-line poem to perform to the rest of

the group about an animal.  We had giraffes, spiders,

tyrannosaurus, hippos and crocodiles.  The poems and performances

were amazing and unique.  The girls collaborated really well with other

pupils and enjoyed presenting their work. I thoroughly enjoyed my day

and I believe the girls did too!

PREP NEWS & EVENTS

MATHS MASTERCLASS
BY SARAH MARSH, HEAD OF PREP
Our presenter from the Royal Institute, Mike Fletcher, enthralled the
Year 6 girls at a recent Maths Masterclass, with an afternoon of
mathematical skills and their application to game shows. An
understanding of probability was a definite advantage when playing your
cards right, as was an appreciation of variables. 
 
In the penultimate Maths Masterclass, Olive, Claudia, Hanna and
Caroline met Rachel Doris from the Royal Institute. The theme of the
session was   prime numbers and the girls discovered the Eratosthenes
method, from ancient Greece, of sieving for primes. The girls were given
lots of tricks and shortcuts, and discovered that prime numbers are
crucial to our world today, as they are important in cryptology and cyber
security.  



YEAR 4
FIELD COUNCIL STUDIES, BUSHY PARK

PREP NEWS & EVENTS

On our trip to Field Studies Council, Bushy Park, we learnt how
to use maps and compasses. Our first activity was learning to
use the grid references on a map and we had a relay race! Our
instructor wrote a grid reference on a whiteboard and we had
to run and place the cone in the correct place on the huge grid
in front of us. Next, we got into groups of four and had a map
of Bushy Park.   Two of the people in each group would make
up a route.   For example, if I wanted  the other two to get to
Diana Fountain from the Allotments, they would have to follow
the directions and find the right grid references to get there on
the map.   After that, we learnt how to use compasses. If I
wanted to know which direction was North, I would turn the
dial until the  N was on the bearing line. Then I would turn
around until a little red arrow was resting on the bigger red
arrow. We call that 'putting Fred to bed!' The bearing line
would be pointing in the direction of North. After lunch, we did
orienteering using the skills we had learnt in the morning. We
found our way round some trails using compasses. The trails
were all different. In one, we unscrambled words to make: It
takes one hundred years to create an inch of soil! Another was
finding letters for a word; butterfly. In the final trail we found
pieces of a jigsaw and put them together to make a deer. It was
a wonderful trip to the FSC in Bushy Park.
 - Ania, Year 4

We went orienteering in Bushy Park,
It's full of trees covered in bark.

We jumped in puddles,
And solves lots of puzzles!

We used a compass to get around,
There were lots of clues to be found.

We had to make sure 'Fred was in bed!'
That's what our instructor said.

We turned 90 degrees and took 42 steps west,
It all seemed to us a very big test!

At the end of the day we all went home,
Numbering off so no one was left alone!

- Edie, Year 4
 
 



PREP NEWS & EVENTS

YEAR 1
WINDSOR CASTLE

On 12 November, Year 1 pupils visited Windsor Castle as part of their history lessons, learning about castles and knights. We
enjoyed a workshop about the different parts of the castle and who lives there, explored the inside of the castle, discovered
where the Queen stays, and watched the changing of the guard. Many of the girls' favourite part was seeing Queen Mary’s
dollhouse up close and getting to try on parts of a suit of armour.

Space Chase, Summer Reading Challenge 2019, in public
libraries across the country, encouraged children aged four to
11 years old to try to read six library books during the summer
holidays to inspire them to read for pleasure, and to maintain
literacy levels over the long summer.
 
An astounding 3,299 children across the London Borough of
Richmond upon Thames managed to complete the challenge
to read six books. In our assembly on Tuesday, Mrs Marsh and
Mrs Jones, Prep Librarian, were delighted to present
certificates to the girls from St. Catherine’s who completed the
Space Case challenge. Congratulations to you all!

SPACE CHASE, SUMMER READING 
CHALLENGE 2019



PREP NEWS & EVENTS

The Prep School was visited by PC Paul from the safer

neighbourhood team, who led our assembly. He gave us some

top tips for keeping safe in the dark nights, crossing the road

carefully, and riding our bikes safely in the winter. We really

enjoyed the assembly and we learnt a lot. We are looking

forward to welcoming PC Paul back to help us with  Stranger

Danger and Road Safety.

Year 3 made colourful Rainbow Salads, while Year 6 made beautiful harvest wheatsheaf  loaves.

FOOD TECH: YEAR 3 AND YEAR 6
DELICIOUS CREATIONS

SAFETY ASSEMBLY



PREP NEWS & EVENTS

Nursery and
Reception

pupils
practising
for their

upcoming
Nativity

performance

Samantha,
Sienna, and

Lucie
displaying

their karate
medals



THE BIG BOOK
BOOST
BY ALISON JONES, PREP LIBRARIAN
As we all know, Christmas is just around the corner, and you may

well be starting to think about suitable gifts for friends and

relatives.   Books make great presents as they are inspiring,

suitable for every taste and (most importantly) very easy to wrap!  

There is a new fundraising scheme launched by The Book People

called "The Big Book Boost",   which aims to donate 1 million

books to UK schools by 2022. Every time you place an order with

the company over £10, they will donate £1 to a school of

your choice for them to spend on books. You will be delighted to

hear that St Catherine's is registered with the scheme, so it

would be wonderful if you would select us if you are placing an

order (www.thebookpeople.co.uk).

EY/KS1
PREP

STARS

Scholastic Book Club 
There are two ways to place an order: 1. Return your
completed order form to Mrs Jones (Prep Librarian)

enclosing cash or a cheque made payable to “St.
Catherine’s School”.2. Order online at

http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/st-catherines-tw1 and
the books will be delivered to school for free. Don’t

forget to choose the ‘school delivery’ option at
checkout. 

The deadline for orders is Sunday 1 December 2019     
                                                                                        

NURSERY

RECEPTION

Katherine: for always having a go,
even if she is not confident at first.
Sarah: for her super memory while
playing Kim's game.

Holly & Harbani: for all of their
super hard work this half term.
Holly: for super reading.

YEAR 1
Priya: for taking time & care with
her work, and creating some
amazing artwork.
Angela: for using adjectives to
improve her poetry.

YEAR 2
Abigail: for super progress with
reading.
Amna: for working hard to
produce a biography.SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

There are two ways to place an order: 
1. Return your completed order form to Mrs Jones (Prep Librarian) enclosing

cash or a cheque made payable to “St. Catherine’s School”.
2. Order online at http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/st-catherines-tw1 and the

books will be delivered to school for free. 
Don’t forget to choose the ‘school delivery’ option at checkout.

The deadline for orders is Sunday 1 December 2019



NETBALL U11 & U10
VS RADNOR HOUSE

On Wednesday 16 November, we hosted Radnor House for two netball
matches. Our Year 6 team dominated their game, showing excellent movement
in attack, and great defence from Agatha and Hanna. The team won 5 - 1 and
Lucy was awarded 'Girl of the Match'. Our Year 5 team struggled to keep up with
the pace in the first half, but did a fantastic job catching up on the scoreboard.
Unfortunately, time got the better of them, and they ended the match with a
loss of 6 - 3. Elle was awarded 'Girl of the Match' for her shooting. It was an
afternoon enjoyed by all and it was, as always, brilliant to see so many parents in
attendance supporting the girls.

We hosted our first gala of the 2019/20 school year against Radnor House and

came away with our first win! It was a close gala (49 - 58), with our Year 5 team

having to compete against Year 6s, but the girls rose to the challenge and got

the job done. The relays were especially exciting, and it was great to hear the

crowd get behind our swimmers! It was also a special afternoon for some girls

who were competing in a gala for the first time. Well done to all involved.

SWIMMING GALA
VS RADNOR HOUSE

PREP SPORTS

On Tuesday 19 November, our intermediate team swam against a strong

Newland House, but we came out on top with a convincing win (109 – 70)! We

saw some excellent finishes with St Catherine’s swimmers managing to push

hard to the very end. Our relays dominated, especially in the freestyle relays,

where it is clear our racing practices in lessons have paid off. A huge well done

to all involved and a big thank you to the parents for their excellent support on

poolside. We look forward to our Top gala with Newland House in the future.

SWIMMING GALA
VS NEWLAND HOUSE (INTERMEDIATE)

ISA WEST LONDON
REGIONAL FINALS
We are so proud of our accomplishments this year
during the ISA Swimming event. St Catherine's Prep
School took 12 competitors to the qualifying round at
ACS Cobham, where every pupil was successful  in
achieving a Top 8 finish, thus qualifying the entire team
to the finals. Ania, Isabel, Emma, and Chloe also
achieved individual medals for their events, as did the
Year 4 and Year 6 Freestyle Relay teams. At the ISA
Finals in Aldershot, pupils had the extremely
challenging task of competing for Nationals - only the
winner of the race would make it through! It is with
huge excitement that we announce that Emma was
successful  and achieved 1st place in the Year 6 50m
Breaststroke. She will be attending Nationals on
Saturday 30 November at the London Aquatics Centre.
We would like to also mention Chloe, who achieved
2nd place in the 50m Backstroke; Isabel, who achieved
2nd place in the 50m Backstroke; the Year 4 Freestyle
Relay team who came 3rd; and the Year 6 Freestyle
Relay team who came 1st (and had a faster relay time
than the winners of the Year 6 boys race). Well done to
the entire ISA Swim team for their outstanding efforts:
Ania, Lucie, Isabel, Samantha, Lucy, Agatha, Tia,
Hannah, Chloe, Emma, Hanna, and Josie.

The entire team
advanced to the

finals!


