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1984 is a very challenging
piece physically and

emotionally, and being able
to work alongside these girls

who are so talented made
my last production ever at

St Catherines unforgettable. 

 ~Lily 

The School productions
always remind me of
the strong sense of

community we have at
St Catherine's and how
much I enjoy being on

stage. 

~Catherine

This show has really
helped me develop
as a performer and

push myself further,
it’s an experience I
will never forget.

~ Elsie 

1984 has been an
unforgettable

experience. I ’m so
lucky to have worked

alongside such
talented actors who
brought the show to

life.

~ Millie

1984 Production
On Wednesday, 10 and Thursday, 11 March, the St Catherine's community was treated to the much-awaited production
of '1984' by Robert Icke and Duncan MacMillan. 

Starring Lily and Millie as the ill-fated Winston, and Catherine and Elsie as the dark, psychopathic O'Brien, audiences
were on their feet both nights, giving rapturous applause to the astoundingly talented cast. The slick, professional
production felt relevant, and a bold reimagining of Orwell’s novel, framed in contemporary terms. The artistic bravery  
and Direction was held in high regard and the exceptional cast were challenged to produce an eloquent, daring and
positively provocative piece of theatre.

Congratulations to both casts, both performances were exceptionally riveting and this production will definitely go
down in St Catherine’s history.
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Barcelona
Over the February half term, a group of 20 singers from the
St Catherine's Senior Choir embarked on a fantastic musical
journey to Barcelona. 

Affectionally named 'The Spanish Mission', the group sang in
three different venues across the city, including Barcelona
Cathedral, to packed out audiences. We spent our days
sightseeing, gaining the opportunity to see Tarragona, Poble
Espanyol and Park Guell. The hotel was next to a beautiful
beach, and we spent several of our evenings enjoying the
ambience of the seaside and dipping our toes into the cool
sea.

It was a wonderful trip, full of friendship, music and culture.
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Year 3, 4 and 5 Production: The Romans

Toga-lly Amazing! Prep School Brings 'The Romans' to Life

The curtains rose, the drums rolled, and the spirit of Ancient Rome marched into our Creative Hub as Years 3, 4, and 5
delivered a powerhouse performance of Out of the Ark’s 'The Romans' on Friday, 20 March. 

It was a production filled with fierce warriors, defiant servants and more glitz than Caesar’s palace. Our all-girls cast
brought a unique energy to the era, proving that while the Romans may have built the roads, our pupils certainly know
how to own them.

A highlight for many was the addition of bespoke dance routines. These weren't just simple steps; they were high-
energy, synchronized performances that integrated modern flair into the ancient setting. Whether it was the disciplined
march of the Roman Legion or the fluid movement of the palace dancers.

The musical numbers from ‘The Romans’ were fun to learn and perform and this cast did not disappoint. The vocal
power of Years 3, 4 and 5 provided a strong foundation and a joyful spark to every chorus.
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Year 6 Residential Trip to Paris
Disney, Dreams, and Discovery: Year 6 in Paris

Year 6 recently set off on an unforgettable residential trip to
Paris, packed with exciting experiences, new challenges, and
lifelong memories.

Monday began with great excitement as we flew to Paris and
settled into our beautiful château accommodation. After
dinner, the girls took part in a crepe-making workshop, where
they enjoyed creating, and tasting, delicious treats with a
variety of toppings – a perfect start to our French adventure.

On Tuesday, we visited one of the most iconic landmarks in
the world, the Eiffel Tower. Pupils demonstrated fantastic
resilience as they climbed the stairs, and their efforts were
rewarded with breathtaking views across Paris from the top.
After a picnic in the sunshine, it was time to board the boat for
our cruise down the Seine where we passed by many more
well known landmarks. After a drive around Arc De Triomphe
and down Champs Elysees we stopped off at the Louvre for a
wander, before heading back to our Chateau for quiz night. 

On Wednesday, we had a magical day at Disneyland. Pupils
showed great courage, resilience, and positivity as they
stepped out of their comfort zones and embraced all the rides
and experiences – even braving the challenging weather!  We
stayed for the spectacular evening light show, featuring
fireworks and drones. It was a truly magical end to the day.

On Thursday we explored the Château de
Fontainebleau. The girls were fascinated by its grand
architecture and opulent décor, learning all about
Napoleon and his family. Next it was time to
experience a French hypermarché where the girls got
to speak French and put their mathematical skills to
the test. In the evening, many bravely tried snails for
supper before heading out for a fun bowling session,
where spares and strikes were in abundance.

Finally, on Friday, we visited Brie-Comte-Robert for a
trail around this historic town before stopping for a
hot chocolate to warm us up. 

What an incredible week filled with laughter, learning,
and friendship. The girls represented our school
brilliantly throughout the week and we are very proud
of them all.

À bientôt, la France – we can’t wait to return one day!
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Prep Spring Concert

Our Prep Spring Showcase was a
wonderful evening, celebrating
the breadth of talent across our
Prep School. 

The audience enjoyed a variety of
performances from the girls,
ranging from singing and drums
to Irish dancing - and even a
spirited rendition of Black
Sabbath on guitar! 

The performances reflected the
wide range of pieces the girls
have been working on in their
Performing Arts lessons, both in
school and outside of school.

The girls demonstrated great
enthusiasm, commitment and
growing confidence throughout
the evening, delivering strong
performances that made us
incredibly proud.

We are already looking forward to
more fantastic performances at
our Prep’s Got Talent assemblies
in the Summer Term.
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World Book Week in Prep    

It has been a wonderfully busy and exciting time in
the library over the past few weeks, as we hosted
our Readathon fundraiser, culminating in the
celebrations for World Book Day, when the school
community came together to celebrate our love of
reading and bring stories to life.

World Book Day began with a tasty celebration
breakfast for our Readathon participants. Thank
you to all the staff who shared their love of stories
and reading with our breakfast audience. 

We are very grateful to everyone who sponsored a
reader. Thanks to your generosity, we raised an
incredible £601 for Read for Good, helping to
provide new books and storytellers for children in
hospital.

It was fantastic to see so many wonderful
costumes and such genuine excitement about
books during our Prep Costume Parade. From
classic favourites to more unusual literary heroes,
it was a joy to see so much creativity and
imagination on display. 

A huge thank you to all of you for the time and
effort that went into the costumes this year. Your
support helps make the day such a special and
memorable occasion, and it is always a highlight
for the whole school community.
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World Book Week in Prep - Author Visit

On World Book Day, we were delighted to
welcome the wonderful Jane Elson. 

Jane is one of the most decorated children’s
authors in the UK, with titles including:

How to Fly With Broken Wings: Winner
of Peters Book of the Year; Carnegie
Medal Nominee.
Will You Catch Me?: Winner of the
Alexandra Palace and Wolverhampton
Children's Book Awards.
Moon Dog: Winner of the Cumbria
Primary and Inspire Book Awards.

Jane ran a series of inspiring workshops
with the Prep School. The pupils asked some
brilliant questions, and Jane shared fantastic
tips alongside her own experiences of
dyslexic thinking. 

Jane doesn't just read from her books; her
session began with an immersive, dramatic
reading that encouraged some audience
participation. She tackled "big" issues—from
animal welfare and empathy to bullying and
social media influence—with a trademark
balance of depth and humour.

As a dyslexic author, Jane accurately frames
dyslexia as a true gift, that allows her to
utilise her creative way of thinking to bring
her thoughts and stories to life. This shows
pupils that her dyslexia does not hold her
back, in fact it was the making of her
becoming an author. 

At the end of the visit, Jane
commented on the "lovely

atmosphere" at 
St Catherine’s—a sentiment

echoed by the pupils who felt
truly seen and inspired by her

journey.
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Academic Enrichment Achievements

ISA STEM Finals

For the third consecutive year, St Catherine’s has returned
victorious from the ISA STEM Final - an exceptional achievement
that reflects the talent, creativity and dedication of our pupils.

This year’s final, held at Crosfields School in Reading, brought
together just 15 finalist schools from over 800 entrants
nationwide. We are especially proud that St Catherine’s had the
highest number of pupils represented across three categories a
testament to both the breadth and quality of our STEM
provision.

Our pupils presented innovative and inspiring projects:
Year 5 & 6: Self-Sustaining Terrarium
Year 7–9: Thy Gyro-brush: Where Parkinson’s Has No Limits
Year 10–13: Cardio – An Irrigation System to Regreen Deserts

The pupils’ success on the day was outstanding. Our Year 6
pupils received the Judges’ Award for their dynamic and
confident presentation. Our Year 9 team achieved an impressive
second place for their thoughtful and practical Gyro-brush
design, supporting patients with Parkinson’s. 

Most notably, our Year 12 pupils were awarded first place for
their exceptional irrigation system, recognised for its innovation
and real-world impact. Judges praised all of our entries for their
meticulous design, ingenuity and confident delivery. 

We are immensely proud of every pupil involved; their hard
work, collaboration and commitment to excellence truly
embody the spirit of STEM at St Catherine’s.
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Year 8 and 9 Socials

Year 9 Alpha Pizza Party

Some of our Year 9 girls gathered after school in the Chaplaincy for
an afternoon of faith, food, and fellowship at the Alpha Youth Party. 

As a key part of the Youth Alpha programme, the event provided a
dynamic space for the girls to explore the power of the Holy Spirit in
a relaxed, interactive setting. The energy in the room was fantastic,
with plenty of meaningful discussions, laughter, and of course - a
healthy amount of pizza! It was a joy to see the girls connecting so
well with one another and engaging deeply with their faith journey. 

A huge thank you to all the pupils who stayed to make the afternoon
so inspiring and fun.

Year 8 Bowling

Our Year 8 girls recently enjoyed a fantastic team-
building social. These off-site trips are a wonderful
way to strengthen friendships outside the
classroom during this key school year.

Bowling provided the perfect low-pressure
environment for the girls to chat, laugh, and
support their teammates.

The girls came away with plenty of laughs and a
much stronger bond as they head into the rest of
the term. It was a wonderful reminder that the best
way to move forward as a team is to take time out
to play!

Year 9 Bingo

Year 9 recently enjoyed an exciting and laughter-filled Bingo event
that brought everyone together for a bit of friendly competition.
The room had a competitive ambience as numbers were called out
and pupils eagerly checked their cards, hoping to be the next
winner.

There were plenty of fantastic prizes up for grabs, including a
selection of sweets, luxury chocolate treats, and tuckshop
vouchers, which proved very popular. The star prizes of perfume
were won by Lucy and Evie - congratulations to our lucky winners!

Overall, the Year 9 Bingo event was a great success, providing a fun
break from the usual routine and a chance for everyone to relax
and enjoy themselves. 
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Year 10 Retreat

On Wednesday, 18 March, our Year 10 pupils stepped away from their usual timetables for a day of reflection, growth,
and spiritual enrichment. We were blessed with a truly beautiful spring day; with the sun shining and highs of 18°C, it
was the perfect setting for our journey to St Stephen’s Church Hall.

The retreat began with a scenic nature walk through Twickenham, allowing the girls a moment of quiet gratitude for the
natural world as the trees begin to blossom. Once at the hall, the pupils engaged in a variety of workshops designed to
foster self-reflection and strengthen their sense of community. Between the thoughtful group discussions and a very
popular pizza lunch, the atmosphere was one of warmth and togetherness.

The girls returned to St Catherine’s with a renewed sense of wellbeing and a deeper connection to one another. We are
incredibly proud of the maturity and openness they showed throughout this special day.

One thing I took away
from the day is that I am
a Child of God and that I

am loved.

The retreat made me
realise that I need to
spend more time with
the people I love and
connect with them.

It was comforting to
reflect on the fact that

no matter what, God will
always accept you as a

Child of God and He
loves you.
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Careers Fair
Shaping Our Future Leaders at the St Catherine’s
Careers Fair 2026

The main hall was recently filled with an unmistakable
ambitious energy on Tuesday, 17 March as we hosted our
Careers Fair. Our ambitious pupils had the unique
opportunity to network with a diverse array of industry
experts and professional partners.

A World of Possibilities
From the courtroom to the design studio, the variety of
career paths on display was truly inspiring. Our pupils
engaged in deep conversations with a wide range of
specialists, including:

Animal Welfare & Science: Head Vets from
Twickenham Vets and experts from ZSL, sparking
interest in veterinary medicine and conservation.

Creative Pioneers: A Filmmaker and a Chartered
Architect shared their insights into the world of design
and media.

Public Service & Law: Solicitors and representatives
from the Metropolitan Police, offered a good glimpse into
the legal and justice systems.

Sports & Leisure: Professionals from Reading FC and The
Lensbury, showcasing the business and operational side
of elite sport and hospitality.

Tools for the Journey for Year 9 and 10 pupils:
Beyond specific industry insights, the event focused on
the practical "how-to" of career building. We were
delighted to welcome our long-term partners:

Unifrog: Demonstrating how their platform helps
pupils map out their unique paths to success, from
university choices to apprenticeships.

Innervate: Providing invaluable advice on securing
high-quality work experience and standing out in a
competitive global job market.

At St Catherine’s, we live by our motto "Deeds not Words"
and by connecting our pupils with real-world leaders, we
are ensuring they leave us not just with their academic
excellence, but with confidence to feel READY to take on
the next steps in their journey.
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Sports Awards
Celebrating a Season of Sporting Achievement

St Catherine’s recently hosted its annual Sports Awards to mark
a year of fantastic athletic performance. 

The evening served as a tribute to the commitment and integrity
displayed by our pupils in every sporting arena. 

We had a wonderful evening  celebrating the growth and
achievements of our talented pupils, recognising all of their
dedication to our sporting community.

We were honoured to be joined by the impressive Elise Downing,
the youngest person to run the perimeter of Great Britain. Her
insights into resilience and the "process" of success provided a
powerful conclusion to a year defined by growth and leadership. 

Coaches' Choice Awards: 
Netball: Sophie (Year 10)
Football: Brooke (Year 7)
Swimming: Henrietta (Year 8)
Cross Country: Nina (Year 10)

Players' Player Awards:
Netball: 

Year 7: Abigail
Year 8: Hana
Year 9: Lily 
Year 10: Anya
Year 11: Gemma
Sixth Form: Phoebe

Most Valuable Player Awards:
Netball: Sammy (Year 10)
Football: Layla (Year 10)
Swimming: Chloe (Year 12)
Cross Country: Rose (Year 11)

Team of the Year 2025: U15 ISA Netball
Pupil Coach of the Year: Alice (Year 11)
Sports Star of the Year: Harshini (Year 9)

Congratulations to all the award recipients and nominees. Your hard work and inspiring
performances are a credit to the school and a motivation to everyone around you. 

The night celebrated many deserving
individuals and teams:

Players' Player Awards:
Football: 

Year 7: Isabelle
Year 8: Mae
Year 9: Harshini 
Year 10 and 11: Rose
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Harshini’s Badminton Journey

At the age of 12, I discovered my passion for badminton. The moment my foot stepped on the court, I knew
badminton wasn’t just a sport but it was something that would play a huge role in my life. As I spent more hours
practising, learning techniques, and improving my game, the sport became a space where I could challenge myself,
stay active, and enjoy every moment.

When I was given the opportunity to coach at school, I felt excited. Teaching other pupils allowed me to share the
knowledge and skills I had gained over the last couple of years. It was rewarding to guide others, watch them improve,
and realise that sport isn’t only about learning from others; it’s also about helping others grow.

Playing badminton has strengthened me in many ways. Other
than improving my performance on the court, it has also
sharpened my reaction time, boosted my agility, and
enhanced my flexibility and reflexes. These skills have made
me a more confident player.

From my experience, badminton offered skills that I think
nothing else could. Whether you’re competitive, enjoy trying
new things, or just looking for a fun sport to try, badminton is
a sport that welcomes everyone. You don’t need to be perfect
or experienced; you just need to show up with an open mind. 

Once you start playing, you realise it’s more than just hitting a
shuttle. I’ve seen people gain confidence, make friends, and
discover strengths they didn’t know they had, all because they
picked up a racket.

Harshini, Year 9

Sports News

Netball Success

Recently, Paula (Year 9) and her netball team outside
of school, achieved 1st place at the regional LSE U14
League and will be going to the National Finals on 29
May. 

They were also placed 3rd in the regional ENG
Southern U14 League and will be playing at the
national finals on 2 May in Sheffield. 

Qualifying for two separate national competitions in
a single season is rare and remarkable. It is a
testament to the hours of training, the seamless
teamwork, and the individual skill of every player
involved. 

Well done to Paula and the team, we wish them the
very best of luck on the national stage.
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U11 ISA Netball

Our U11 girls had a fantastic experience competing in the
ISA Regional Netball Tournament. The team showed great
determination and teamwork throughout the day,
improving with every match as their confidence and
understanding of tournament play grew.

It was especially pleasing to see the players supporting one
another, communicating well and maintaining a positive
attitude throughout the competition. Several matches were
decided by very small margins, but the team continued to
fight for every ball and never let their heads drop.

Finishing 9th overall was a great achievement in a strong
regional field. 

Well done to all the players for representing the school so
positively and embracing the challenge of tournament
netball with enthusiasm and determination.

Year 8 ISA Netball 

The Year 8 netball team showed fantastic determination and resilience as they competed in the ISA Netball Tournament
on Friday, 6 March. The team started the day very positively, putting in a strong performance to secure a well-fought win
against a tough opposition. From the outset, the girls demonstrated great teamwork and communication, setting the
tone for the rest of the tournament.

The weather conditions were extremely challenging, with heavy rain making the ball very slippery and difficult to control.
This meant it was hard for the team to play their usual fast-paced style of netball. Despite this, the girls adapted
brilliantly, showing real grit and determination. 

Netball

We are incredibly proud of the
effort, attitude and resilience
shown by every member of the
team throughout the day. They
represented the school
brilliantly and supported one
another from the first whistle
to the last.

The players of the tournament,
as nominated by the girls
themselves, were Eva, Sophie,
Bella and Scarlett, who all
stood out for their effort,
teamwork and contributions
across the matches. 

Well done to all involved! 
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Football

U11 Independent School Football Tournament at Chelsea FC training ground

On Monday, 23 February, St Catherine’s U11A football team travelled to the Chelsea FC Training Ground to compete in an
independent schools’ tournament organised by the Chelsea FC Foundation. It was a fantastic opportunity for the girls to
play in a professional environment associated with one of the top clubs in the world.

St Catherine’s were placed in a challenging group alongside Harrodian School (A Team), Donhead Prep and Ibstock Place
School. Each team competed against each other twice, with St Catherine’s recording two wins, one draw and three losses.
This placed them third in the group and secured progression to the Plate knockout competition.

In the semi-final, St Catherine’s faced a strong Dulwich Cranbrook side. The match finished 1–1, taking the game to a
penalty shoot-out. Mollie was outstanding, saving three of the five penalties to send St Catherine’s through to the Plate
Final against Harrodian B.

Harrodian started quickly, scoring an early goal. Isla responded with a superb strike to level the match, and then went on
to complete a hat-trick, securing a well-deserved victory for St Catherine’s in the final.

Overall, it was a highly successful day, and the girls were delighted with their performance and achievements.
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Football
U12 Football Fixture vs Kew House (Away)

On Tuesday, 10 March, St Catherine’s U12 football team faced
Kew House in a competitive and well-contested fixture. St
Catherine’s came into this game with a rise in confidence due
to their recent performance in the Chelsea ISA tournament.

St Catherine’s started strong, moving the ball well and creating
early chances. Some excellent defending from Marg and Ria
helped limit Radnor’s opportunities. An amazing strike from
Lucy gave St Catherine’s the lead at half time, following a great
first half display. 

Kew House started the second half well, however an early
free-kick led to Lucy getting her second goal of the game to
shift momentum back in St Catherine’s favour.

The second goal was quickly followed up with a third as
Aganya’s great effort was well saved but Isla was on her toes
to tap in the rebound to make it 3-0.

St Catherine’s Girl of the Game was Lucy, who was recognised
for her outstanding opening goal and her hard work
throughout the match.

Year 6 Football tournament 

The Year 6 football team put in an excellent
performance at their recent tournament, competing in
a very tight and closely contested field of nine teams.

Across their eight matches, the team recorded two
wins, five draws, and just one loss, highlighting their
consistency and resilience throughout the day. This
strong set of results saw them finish in an impressive
4th place overall.

There were some fantastic goals scored, with Isla,
Mollie, and Amber all finding the back of the net with
well-taken finishes.

A special mention goes to Anaya, who was deservedly
named Player of the Day. Her solid defending,
composure under pressure, and clear progression as
the tournament went on made her a key player for the
team.

Overall, it was a brilliant team effort and a thoroughly
enjoyable and successful tournament.
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Year 10 Football v Kew House

The Year 10 football team secured a fantastic 1–0 victory against Kew House on Thursday, 12 March. The winning goal
came in memorable fashion, courtesy of Sophie’s knee, which proved enough to separate the sides and secure a well-
deserved win for St Catherine’s.

The energy and enthusiasm for the match were clear from the moment the girls met at the minibus, and they carried
this positivity straight onto the pitch. Defensively, the team were outstanding, with Sammy, Amali, Layla and Julia forming
a solid back line and Claire in goal, that limited Kew House to just two shots on goal throughout the entire game.

In midfield, Erin and Rose worked tirelessly to break up play and put in some strong tackles, helping the team maintain
control of the match. Out wide, Sophie, Tilly, Anya and Nina used their pace brilliantly to stretch the opposition and
deliver some excellent crosses into the box, where Edie battled hard up front to put their defence under pressure.

It was a superb team performance, full of effort, determination and teamwork. Player of the Game was awarded to Amali
for her outstanding defensive display. It would be fantastic to see even more of the team at football club next year to
continue building on such a positive performance. Well done to all involved!

Football
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ReDress Sale: 

7 May 

21 May 

4 June

18 June

The ReDress Boutique will be open the following Thursdays from 3.00pm - 4.30pm on the following dates:

FOSC Notices

The annual FOSC Quiz
and Curry night took
place on Thursday, 19
March.

The Year 7 table just
about claimed victory on
the night in a closely
fought and very
entertaining quiz!

Thank you to everyone
who came along and
supported the event, it
was a fun-filled evening
and, most importantly it
helped raise valuable
funds for the school and
projects that benefit our
daughters.

We really appreciate all
your support and look
forward to seeing you at
the next event.
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Save the Dates:

Notices

Wishing you a very happy Easter from

Mrs Hennis-Rowe and all of the staff

at St Catherine's

24 April - Leavers Formal

27 June - St Catherine’s Day

1 July - Sports Day

3 July - Summer Term Ends

Lenten Lunches 

Year 12 pupils have been giving back to the local community this term
by volunteering at St James’ Church during its Lenten lunch events. 

Each week, pupils have helped serve simple meals, welcoming guests
and creating a warm, friendly atmosphere for all who attend. 

The experience has been a valuable opportunity for pupils to develop
teamwork and communication skills while supporting an important
community tradition. 

It has been especially rewarding to meet new people and contribute
to an event that brings the community together during the Lent. The
girls’ efforts have been greatly appreciated by the church and visitors
alike, reflecting the school’s commitment to service and compassion.

Style Meets Sustainability

The Prep STEAM room was transformed into a
bustling pop-up boutique for our first Thrifting
at St Catherine’s event.

Pupils supported The Ocean Cleanup by
donating and then buying some preloved
fashion items. The girls managed to raise £160
during lunchtime.

Thank you to all who generously donated high-
quality items; your support was instrumental
in making this event a success. 
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	Harshini, Year 9
	Netball Success
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	Netball
	U11 ISA Netball
	Year 8 ISA Netball
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	Football
	U11 Independent School Football Tournament at Chelsea FC training ground
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	Football
	U12 Football Fixture vs Kew House (Away)
	Year 6 Football tournament
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	Football
	Year 10 Football v Kew House
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	FOSC Notices
	The ReDress Boutique will be open the following Thursdays from 3.00pm - 4.30pm on the following dates:
	ReDress Sale:

	The annual FOSC Quiz and Curry night took place on Thursday, 19 March.
	The Year 7 table just about claimed victory on the night in a closely fought and very entertaining quiz!
	Thank you to everyone who came along and supported the event, it was a fun-filled evening and, most importantly it helped raise valuable funds for the school and projects that benefit our daughters.
	We really appreciate all your support and look forward to seeing you at the next event.
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	Notices
	Lenten Lunches
	Style Meets Sustainability

	Save the Dates:
	24 April - Leavers Formal
	27 June - St Catherine’s Day
	1 July - Sports Day
	3 July - Summer Term Ends
	Wishing you a very happy Easter from Mrs Hennis-Rowe and all of the staff at St Catherine's
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