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""Be who God wants you to be, and you will set the world on fire." - St Catherine of Siena

Newsletter Highlights

ST CATHERINE'S DAY 2026 CREATIVE ARTS SHOWCASE

PREP PRODUCTION - PETER PAN JR. PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE

RESIDENTIALS AND ACTIVIES WEEK SPORTS DAY AND CHEERLEADING



St Catherine’s Day 2026

The vibrant, beating heart of St Catherine’s School was
on full display during this year's St Catherine’s Day
celebrations. From a beautifully reflective Mass to our
inspiring Guest Speaker, Dr Debbie Allen (Alumna, class
of 1977) - the day showcased what it truly means to
belong to the St Catherine’s family.

Mass

The celebration opened with Mass celebrated by
Father Rod. In his homily, Father Rod drew powerful
parallels between the school's patron saint, Catherine
of Siena, and the gospel message of restoration given
to Simon Peter. He reminded the congregation that St
Catherine was an uneducated woman who taught
herself to read, dictated highly influential writings, and
fearlessly demanded reform from the highest
authorities of her time.

“She was tough, your Catherine,” Father Rod observed,
urging the pupils to carry this blend of fearlessness
and humility into the world. “Like Catherine, be ready
to speak out honestly and critically when it's called for.”
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Prizegiving

Following the Mass, the community transitioned to the
prize-giving ceremony. Ms Sylvia Hamilton, Chair of
Governors, opened by acknowledging that while the
school had experienced organisational shifts - guided by
three excellent Heads over the academic year - change is
a constant in life. Drawing a parallel to her own
graduation during the historic, blistering summer of 1976,
she noted that young people do not fear change when it
is balanced by the stability of a supportive educational
environment.

Ms Hamilton introduced our newly appointed Head.
Taking the stage, Mr McCleave shared his early
observations of the school's unique culture, recalling how
a Year 10 pupil had perfectly encapsulated the school's
spirit during his interview process: “At St Catherine's, | can
just be myself and not worry.” Invoking the stewardship
philosophy of the world-conquering All Blacks rugby
team, Mr McCleave noted, “They believe that you do not
own the shirt; your role is to leave the shirt in a better
place. My responsibility is to honour and protect the rich
Catholic heritage, the enduring values, and the distinctive
ethos that have been built by those who have gone
before me.”




A Celebration of Our Community

The highlight of the morning was an inspiring keynote address
by distinguished alumna, Dr Debbie Allen. Dr Allen charmed
the audience with memories of how a previous Headmistress,
Sister Mary Hilda, firmly steered her away from languages and
towards A Level sciences.

This forced redirection launched an extraordinary career in
molecular biology, culminating in a somewhat rogue
experiment in 1993. Dr Allen’s legendary curiosity birthed the
drug Humira. By 2022, it became the highest-selling drug in the
world, treating over two million patients globally. Now, focusing
her life on philanthropy through the Andiamo Foundation and
funding STEM initiatives via the Cambridge Science Centre, Dr
Allen reminded us to “never underestimate the power of the
ripple effect you can have in life”.

In a deeply moving conclusion, Dr Allen noted that her late
mother, Catherine - a dedicated teacher - had her ashes
scattered by the family in the river right next to the school at
Radnor Gardens just a couple of months prior, cementing her
family's eternal bond with the school.
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“Never underestimate the power of the
ripple effect you can have in life.”

~ Dr Debbie Allen

After the formal proceedings concluded, and
despite the summer heat, families and friends
enjoyed the final moments of the celebration as a
school community, enjoying a delicious meal -
thanks to the school catering team and the
Friends of St Catherine's (FOSC) who hosted a
BBQ.

The true spirit of the celebration lingered in the
air: St Catherine’s Day is not just a reflection on
past success, but a proud, forward-looking launch
pad, sending young women of substance out into
the world ready to leave their mark.
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Prep Production

Prep flies high with their very professional production of Peter Pan Jr.

Our incredibly talented Prep pupils took to the stage at the Twickenham Exchange and from the moment the
curtains rose, it was clear this was no ordinary school play. The energy was electric and the performance was nothing
short of magical.

In fact, the praise from the audience was unanimous, with several parents noting that the production felt "so
professional" and declaring that many of our girls looked ready for a spot in the West End!

Bringing Neverland to life is no easy feat, behind the flawless performance lay weeks of grit and determination. The
cast opened up about some of the big challenges they faced during rehearsals, including memorising pages of
dialogue and hitting cues perfectly, syncing up steps, jumps, and stage combat and adjusting to a brand-new,
massive theatre space on the actual day of the performance.

Watching them navigate the challenge with grace and confidence was a true testament to their resilience. Beyond the
applause, the true success of Peter Pan Jr. was measured in the smiles backstage.

Reflecting on the journey, the girls shared an overwhelming sense of pride in their hard work, emphasising above all
else just how much fun they had working as a team. Congratulations to the entire cast and crew for an unforgettable
journey to Neverland. You truly made us believe in magic!
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Faith, Trust and Pixie Dust

“l learnt how theatre works and how much it
takes to put the show together.” - Ayza

"l loved the pirate songs! The energy was so
high and the lyrics were hilarious to sing."
- The Pirates

“l am most proud of being a pirate. | think that
they are a huge part of the show, but | am not
actually a villain” - Brittany

"We just loved playing games on stage and
pretending to be absolutely terrified of
Captain Hook!" - The Lost Boys

“l pretended that | was actually Wendy; hearing
it all for the very first time. | am most proud of
showing myself that | can actually do it!”

- Daisy

"Learning 'The Brave Girl Dance' and the
choreography for 'Ugh-a-wug' was
definitely the best part. It felt so powerful
on stage." - The Brave Girls and Tiger Lily
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Word Millionnaire

Reading for fun is something we
really place an enormous
amount of value on at St
Catherine's, and it is a big part of
life in our Prep.

After finishing each book, our
Prep pupils complete a fun quiz
to test their comprehension and
understanding of the story.

Once they pass, the book's word
count is added to their personal
reading total. A very special
milestone, which reflects
dedication, enthusiasm and a
genuine love of reading, is
reaching 1 million words read
(aka ‘Word Millionnaire’).

Congratulations to  Charlie,
Scarlett, Clara and Kaia on
reaching this fantastic milestone.
We are so proud of your epic
reading achievements. Keep up
the amazing work!

Prep’s Favourite Book

Over the last few weeks, Prep has been hosting its very own Book World
Cup to crown our Prep Book of the Year!

The competition began with the group stages, featuring the books most R and the *
frequently borrowed from the Prep Library. Popular favourites such as Philosopher’s 5“"“
Percy Jackson, Murder Most Unladylike and Ottoline all made an

appearance, while graphic novels including Swim Team, Nat Enough and

The Baby-Sitters Club battled to top their groups. After a series of exciting

knockout rounds of voting during library lessons, The 26-Storey Treehouse

narrowly missed out in a tense semi-final, leaving a thrilling final between

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone and graphic novel Nat Enough -

fantasy versus reality, chapters versus frames.

In the end, magic triumphed, and we are delighted to crown Harry Potter
and the Philosopher's Stone as Prep's Book of the Year! Congratulations to
our winning title, and thank you to all our enthusiastic readers for taking
part in such a fantastic celebration of books and reading.

We wonder which book will be crowned champion next year?

St Catherine's Newsletter
Page 10



—
A heatwave to remember

Beating the Heat!

On Friday, 26 July we wrapped up a record-breaking week. With South West London'’s sweltering three-day heatwave,
Prep knew exactly what to do. We turned the field into a spectacular splash zone and got everyone involved in some
unforgettable water gun fun.

Our brilliant, fun-loving Prep teachers as well as Ms Sharps, Mr McCleave, and Arthur jumped right into the action
and got thoroughly soaked along with the pupils!

There was truly no better way to cool down, laugh off the extreme heat, and head into the weekend.
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St Catherine’s Annual Sports Day

What a spectacular day it was for our annual Sports
Day. The atmosphere was absolutely electric, filled
with roaring cheers, vibrant house colors, and an
outstanding display of athleticism, teamwork, and
school spirit.

Marking his very first Sports Day at St Catherine's, our
Headmaster, Mr McCleave, was blown away by the
sheer energy of the event, admitting he had never
seen anything quite like it! From the very first whistle
to the final relay sprint, the pupils gave it their
absolute all, proving exactly what makes our school
community so special.

House Cheerleading Competition

A true highlight of the day was, of course, the
cheerleading - a long-standing and fiercely contested
St Catherine's tradition. The creative energy,
choreography, and volume of the House displays
brought the sidelines to life.

Bronte completed a spectacular double-win by taking
first place in the Cheerleading competition, followed
closely by Cavell in second, Nightingale in third, and
Pankhurst in fourth. The dedication and house pride
on display showed exactly why this tradition means
so much to the school.
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and Cheerleading 2026

Record-Breakers: Etching Names into School History
This year's competition saw an absolutely staggering 14
school records broken! Our athletes pushed themselves
to new heights, rewriting the history books across
various track-and-field events from Year 5 all the way up
to Year 12.

A special shoutout to Eve, Year 12, who broke two
individual records on the day in both Long Jump and the
200m track event.

Group  Event  pllly  Holder
Year 5 60m 9.93s Isabelle
o AT . - ‘ : Year5 200m 35.77s Isla
- _
: Year 6 60m 9.51s Annabella
g : Year 6 Vortex = 23.65m  Ria
/ Cavell: Amber,
..3.- Year 6 Relay 1:07.50 Ava, Ria,
R Florence
3 H Year? 400m | 11209  Ava
: [
gRzaa Year 8 Discus  19.20m  Sophie
Year 8 200m 26.70s Eva
Year12 100m 14.34s Imogen
Year12 200m 30.03s Eve
Year12 400m 1:10.07  Pippa
Year 12 ja”mgp 372m  Eve
Year 12 Javelin  18.95m  Claudia
Year 12 Relay 1:00.69 Ei’ ,;' ;‘;"Eﬁ.?"e

Beatrice
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